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To: Secretaries of Constituent Organizations




19th August 2015

Dear Colleagues,
AGM AND CAMPAIGNING STRATEGY FOR 2015-2016

I am writing to give a brief report of the AGM which was highly successful, and it was a pleasure to see representatives of so many constituent organisations present. I hope that even more representatives of constituent organisations can attend next year.

You will be aware that the Secretariat has been moved from NUT to CSPA. A draft note of the AGM has already been circulated with the latest campaigns update, the following note contains a summary of the main points of action. 
A constitutional amendment was carried to make The Officers and Executive Committee members for the coming year are as follows:

Officers

Chair: Brian Sturtevant 

(Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance)

Vice Chair: Carole Regan

(National Union of Teachers)

Treasurer: Clint Elliot 

(National Association of Retired Police Officers)

General Secretary: Lisa Ray         (Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance)

Executive Committee

Mike Duggan 


(Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance)

John Pitt-Brooke


(Forces Pension Society)

Ian Potter 



(National Association of Retired Police Officers)

Nick Kirby



(National Union of Teachers)

Andrew Ruffhead 


(Prospect)

Philip Burgess


(UCU)

The General Election produced a surprise result. All campaigning organizations have been taking stock of the implications for future campaigns. The PSPC manifesto remains very relevant. The AGM heard that the following campaigns would continue: single-tier pension, universal benefits, indexation, pensions for dependents who remarry or cohabit, and rights for overseas pensioners. However, it was agreed to discontinue campaign work on age related tax allowances as the personal allowance was being increased.
The majority Conservative Government is unlikely to make any changes to the Lobbying Act. 
Similarly, the prospect of a return to RPI as the index to be used for increases in State Pensions, both Basic and Additional was looking remote. 
A motion moved by CSPA was carried at the AGM to work with other pensioner organizations to campaign for the current basic and additional state pensions to be uprated by the triple lock. 

Further to this, failing reinstatement of RPI, to agree a way forward on whether there are more achievable measures for protecting pensioners from inflationary pressures.
The PSPC, along with other pensioner organizations, has put in a response to the consultation being run by the Office of National Statistics on inflation indexation. In the autumn the authority will publish a summary of the responses received in the report, and make responses to the consultation available on their website.  The Board of the Authority will consider the consultation report carefully before it issues its final response in early 2016.
We have a busy year ahead. I am new to the post of General Secretary and would be happy the have constituent organizations contact me, so that we can have a dialogue throughout the year.

Yours sincerely
Lisa Ray 

General Secretary  

	General Secretary: Lisa Ray


ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENTED: Association of Retired and Former HMI Schools • Association of HM Inspectors of Schools (Scotland) • Association of Local Authority Chief Executives • Association of Teachers and Lecturers • Association of School and College Leaders • British Broadcasting Corporation Pensioners Association ▪ Civil Service Pensioners' Alliance • Civil Service Pensioners' Alliance (Scotland) ▪ Educational Institute of Scotland • Forces Pension Society ▪ Foreign and Commonwealth Office Association ▪ GMB ▪ MDP Retired Officers’ Association • National Association of Head Teachers ▪  National Association of Retired Firefighters • National Association of Retired Police Officers • National Association of Schoolmasters Union of Women Teachers • National Federation of Occupational Pensioners ▪ National Union of Teachers • Overseas Service Pensioners' Association • Prospect • Public and Commercial Services Union • Retired Police Officers' Association (Scotland) ▪  Retired Prison Governors Association ▪  Retired Teachers' Association (Northern Ireland) • Scottish Retired Teachers' Association • UNISON • University and College Union

2

